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Letter of support for Amnesty International – Zimbabwe Campaign

 

The ruination of people’s lives and destruction of basic infrastructure in Zimbabwe, by the Zimbabwean government itself, and the forced eviction and homelessness of already vulnerable people has debilitated the country and left a gaping wound that will be difficult to heal. The conduct of the Zimbabwean government towards its own citizens is contrary to the most basic and universal human rights standards. Any government is of and for its people, and has an internationally recognised duty to respect, protect, and fulfil their basic rights. By forcing people from their homes and depriving them of shelter, means of subsitence, and mental and physical security, Mr. Mugabe is placing his own people at risk of severe poverty, malnutrition, ill-health and disease. All this on a ‘policy’ arrived at without any consultation with affected people, and manifestly not in the public interest.

 

As an African civil society organisation, the Treatment Action Campaign stands in solidarity with Zimbabwean civil society organisations and the Zimbabwe campaign. Although our outright mission is to ensure access to affordable treatment and medicines for people living with HIV/AIDS, as a civil society organisation we strive to be a voice for the community and to hold governments to their obligations, often by speaking out against unfair and unjust government policies.  We support the recent calls to action on the AU made by Amnesty International and the Zimbabwe Campaign. If the leadership of ZANU-PF is reflective of modern African political leadership, then our support for international NGOs such as Amnesty reflects the remoteness, lack of accountability and cynical arrogance of modern African leadership. It is leadership that has lost its vital connection to the community and is unresponsive, defensive and hostile to the communal voice. This is a deep betrayal of all that the struggle and victory against colonialism represented. 

 

The outcome from President Mbeki’s meeting with President Bush in June 2005 appeared to provide some hope. President Mbeki talked of “a vision for African economic growth and development, a vision built around the principles of good governance”. Unless the AU, and yourself and Mr Mbeki condemn the brutal behaviour of Mugabe’s government, this vision is obscured and absurd. We therefore call upon the African Union to speak out and take action and to put Zimbabwe on the Agenda at the next AU Assembly in Libya. 

 

There are approximately 1.8 million people in Zimbabwe living with HIV/AIDS and it is thought that around 160,000 people will die from AIDS this year alone. 1 child dies from AIDS every 15 minutes. 1 in 5 children is an orphan to AIDS. The forced eviction of individuals is only likely to increase exposure to the effect of HIV/AIDS and diminish survival rates. The Zimbabwean government’s neglect and contempt of its people through the current demolition will drastically affect people’s access to health care facilities. In the context of an HIV/AIDS emergency and politically selective distribution of food and humanitarian aid, this is the sort of criminal conduct that history (and perhaps the International Criminal Court) will judge with equal harshness. 

 

The international community must therefore act immediately to stop the tyranny of Zanu (PF). The AU should at least deliver a policy that gives hope to the innocent and brutalised people of Zimbabwe. Their eyes are on the AU. If no action is taken, not only will the rest of the world conclude that Africa is undeserving of its place in a modern world, but leaders must surely question the entire purpose of their office, their public lives, and the state of their moral conscience. Thank you.
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